[image: image1.emf]     

h

h

o

o

m

m

e

e

l

l

e

e

s

s

s

s

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

p

p

e

e

o

o

p

p

l

l

e

e

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c

c

o

o

u

u

n

n

t

t

!

!

 

 

                                             January 25, 2007      

 

 South Carolina 2007 Homeless Count


Observation Count Training 

 Introduction
Every two years, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development requires providers who participate in the Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance Programs to complete a point in time count of the people who are homeless in their community. Aside from eligibility to compete for HUD homeless funding, an accurate count offers several benefits: 

· Supports local planning efforts by identifying unmet needs and trends in size and characteristics of the homeless population,

· Raises community awareness of homelessness,

· Raises political awareness of homelessness.

Toward these goals, the SC Coalition for the Homeless and the SC State Interagency Council on Homelessness is coordinating a statewide homeless count on January 25th, 2007. The “count” has several components. To meet HUD requirements, local continuum of care (CoC) will count people who are sheltered (living in emergency shelters or transitional housing) and also provide information about the characteristics of homeless people in shelters such as whether they have a mental illness, substance use disorder, HIV/AIDS, or whether they are victims of domestic violence or veterans. COC will also count people who are unsheltered (living on the street, in warehouses, abandoned buildings, woods, encampments or other places not fit for human habitation

Overview of Unsheltered Count
A count of people who are homeless but not in a shelter or transitional housing program is referred to as an “unsheltered count.” The unsheltered count requires identification of homeless people that are living on the street, in abandoned buildings, in their cars, or other places not meant for human habitation on the night of the count.  
Who is considered homeless?

For the purposes of the HUD point-in-time count we can only report the number of people that are “literally” homeless.  This means that we cannot report people that are “doubled-up” and living with other families or people that are living in motels that they pay for themselves. 
 Form B

Please supply the following information about your observation. Supply as much detail as possible. Complete the blanks or put a check by the correct choice.

Question 1. Please describe the site.

Abandoned building/house

Meal Site

Woods

Car/Other vehicle


Park


Other

Campsite



Street

Hospital/Emergency Room

Under a bridge

Include any details about location in the notes section.  If you are unsure of what category the location fits in, check other and provide as much detail as possible
Question 2. Number of unaccompanied people observed:
Record only the number of people actually observed.  If you see evidence that someone has been there but do not see anyone presently, make a note in Question 4.

Gender 

If you are unsure about the gender of the individuals observed, make your best guess.
Race/Ethnicity
If you are unsure about the race/ethnicity of the individuals, select “don’t know”.
Adult/Youth  
If you are unsure about the age of the individual observed, assume they are an adult unless it is clear that they are under 18.

Question 3. Number of people in families observed:
A family includes one or more adults accompanied by children under the age of 18.  Multiple adults observed without children present should be counted as unaccompanied. Record only the number of people actually observed.  If you see evidence that someone has been there but do not see anyone presently, make a note in Question 4.

Gender 

If you are unsure about the gender of the individuals observed, make your best guess.
Race/Ethnicity
If you are unsure about the race/ethnicity of the individuals, select “don’t know”.
Adult/Youth  
If you are unsure about the age of the individual observed, assume they are an adult unless it is clear that they are under 18.

Question 4. Provide any notes about the location (including any evidence of additional people) as well as any barriers to finding people at the location or nearby locations (for example, inclement weather, police car nearby, etc.)

Provide any detail that may help understand any problems or barriers to observing people and will assist with the planning of the next count

Observation Suggestions

Counting requires subjective judgments as to who is homeless. The following factors, alone and in combination, should be considered when deciding when to count an individual as homeless. 


• Walking or standing “with no purpose” (loitering) 


• Panhandling (with or without cup/sign) 


• Carrying bags/backbacks/garbage bags/suitcases/blankets/bedrolls 


• With shopping cart containing personal belongings 


• Recycling, especially large numbers of items 


• Sleeping on the street 


• Vehicles with windows covered (see below) 


• Tents (see below) 


• Makeshift lean-tos (see below) 


• Boxes (see below) 


• Disheveled 


• Inebriated/passed out on sidewalk 

DO NOT (AUTOMATICALLY) COUNT (unless you have additional evidence of homelessness)

• People engaged in illegal activities (drug activity, prostitution) 


• People leaving bars/other establishments 


• People waiting for busses 

Counts typically exclude people in uniforms (e.g., security guards, police, building maintenance people), people engaged in commercial transactions (often drugs and prostitution, but also delivering newspapers or other goods), and obviously non-homeless people (e.g., people leaving a bar at 2:00 am). 

COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 

If there is a commercial establishment on your route likely to attract homeless people (e.g. fast food restaurants, transportation depots), enter and count anyone who is obviously homeless - as safety allows. 

 DRIVING ROUTES 

If you are responsible for a driving route, you may, as time and safety precautions permit, decide to park your vehicle and walk part(s) of the route (e.g. commercial districts) to get a more accurate count. Do NOT exit your car in desolate area. Use discretion in deciding whether to get out of your car. 
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